


Every week the church comes 

into our building and every 

week the church leaves our 

building.  This truth, this reality is 

one that is not widely 

understood.  We can start in 

the book of Acts to understand 

the truth about the church.  

Reading through Acts it is clear 

that the early church was not 

blessed with physical 

corporate resources.  They did 

not have their own church 

buildings.  They were the 

church but they did not have 

a church building.  

Somewhere along the line of 

time we came to identify the 

church with a building instead 

of identifying the church as 

people.  Currently we say 

things like, òIõm going to 

churchó, which we understand 

to a point.  For some of us this 

is exactly what we mean.  For 

others of us we mean I am 

going to the church building.  

The physical address of 315 

Lenore Drive is the location of 

a building but it is not the 

location of Cornerstone 

Church.  This fall our aim is to 

address that issue as clearly as 

we can.   

The Great Commission can 

help us understand the 

importance of this issue.  In 

Matthew 28 Jesus clearly said 

to His disciples, òGoó.  He did 

not tell them to send out 

invitations to have the 

unchurched meet them in a 

building.  He sent them into 

the world.  The church has left 

the building.  They were to 

take the message of Christ 

with them wherever they went.  

They were a church on the 

move.  They had a mission.  

The world needed to, and the 

world still needs to, know that 

Jesus loves them.  Jesus has 

the greatest answer to their 

greatest problem.  He offers to 

forgive their sin.  In order for 

the world to discover this, the 

church has to leave the 

building.  

In John 15 Jesus issues this 

command: Love each other.  

Later on as He is praying in 

John 17 before His execution 

He says this, òMay they be 

brought to complete unity to 

let the world know that you 

sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me.ó  

These separate yet connected 

calls are for us as we leave the 

building and go about our 

business called life.  When we 

leave the building the witness 

and testimony we bear is what 

will affect the world in which 

we move.  What goes on 

inside the facility each Sunday 

is a small thing compared to 

the impact we have once we 

leave the building.   

Locally we have many people 

who are now using their time 

outside of Sunday morning to 

make an impact within our 

own city.  People volunteer at 

a variety of ministries in the 

inner city of Saskatoon.  The 

church has left the building 

when this happens.  Others tell 

me stories of visiting those in 

hospitals or in senior facilities.  

The church has left the 

building when this occurs.  Our 

young people recently 

participated in raising funds for 

ministries helping the 

vulnerable, displaced and the 

exploited through the Ride for 

Refuge here in our city.  In 

doing so they, the church, had 

left the building to help those 

who could not help 

themselves.  That is just one of 

many possible examples.  

In Matthew 25 when Jesus 

makes it clear that He wants us 

to engage the òleast of theseó 

it means that the church has 

to leave the building in order 

for that to happen.  The least 

of these rarely show up on our 

doorstep which means we 

have to go to them.  For some 

of us this is radical thinking.  

Some of us grew up with the 

idea that we went to church.  

That once we were at church 

that is where church 

happened.  We would not 

think about church again until 

we went back to church.  This 

fall I want to purge that 

thinking from us.  I want us to 

be thankful for the building we 

have but to understand it is just 

a building we use to 

accomplish what God calls us 

to accomplish.  It is not the 

church, we are the church.   

On page 20 of Richard 

Stearnõs book, òThe Hole In Our 

Gospeló he says this, òThis 

gospel---the whole  gospel---

means much more than the 

personal salvation of 

individuals.  It means a social 

revolution.ó  The only way that 

social revolution can happen 

is if the church leaves the 

building.  

Russ Wilson is our Lead Pastor 
russ@cornerstone-church.ca  

The Church Has Left The Building 

Russ Wilson 

Volume 3,Issue 2  

Cornerstone Church  

ñDoing justice 

necessitates a 

striking a series of 

balances. It means 

ministering in both 

word and deed, 

through the local 

church and as 

individual agents 

dispersed 

throughout the 

world.ò 

Generous Justice 

Timothy Keller 
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I was catching up on some reading the 

other day and came across a statement 

that said that over half of all Nobel prize 

winners were once apprenticed to other 

Nobel laureates.  It was a reminder again 

how significant and powerful it is for 

someone to learn their trade while being in 

close quarters with someone who is a little 

further down the road.  Thatõs certainly the 

image of a musicianõs journey: a student 

sitting one on one with the master who 

teaches them the way of melody, rhythm, 

phrasing and dynamics.  I sat for many 

hours at the piano with someone sharing 

with me the 

way to 

refine the 

action in 

my fingers 

so that 

eventually 

real music 

would 

emerge.  

Iõm reading a bit more on the subject of 

mentorship because itõs one of the things 

the Music & Arts leadership team wants to 

address in a more significant way. 

Mentoring is a time consuming thing, 

especially when you are dealing with 

wonderfully creative personalities. Truthfully, 

we all need someone to come along side 

us and work with us through our rough bits, 

and refine our heart and skills as we hold 

them up to Christ, making them fit to serve 

in His church. 

So as Iõve put more thought into this, I 

thought it might be helpful to share some 

of the things going through my mind on 

mentoring, and because mentoring is so 

much bigger than a Music & Arts issue. We 

all should have mentors we look up to, 

and we should sometime all grow up to be 

mentors. Mentoring can happen in many 

informal ways, but in some situations itõs 

also more formal and structured. As we 

grow the ways in which Cornerstone 

Church will change our world, we will need 

to continually pass on the vision and 

kingdom values we have to others. So here 

are three things maybe we all should 

consider in regards to mentoring.  

I. Preparation:  The first key to mentoring is 

preparation. This is the prayerful ground 

work in which we do an examination of our 

lives and see what it is that we have to 

offer. I firmly believe that as followers of 

Christ we should all be 

involved in duplicating 

ourselves and increasing 

our impact through 

discipleship. Some of us 

might get scared off at 

one point thinking we 

arenõt perfect or holy enough to pass on 

anything of value. The truth is none of us 

are perfect and all Christian ministry needs 

to be done with heaps of Godõs grace. 

But that doesnõt mean we shouldnõt be 

careful about this either. Mentoring 

someone is a huge challenge to our 

character and itõs a two way street of 

accountability. We really should be careful 

to count the cost because it means we 

have to mean what we say, and live out 

truthfully the things we are passing on. 

Everyone can spot it if the two donõt match 

up. The blessing in this is the growth we get 

to experience. Mentoring is an exciting 

edge to experience as we grow in our walk 

with Jesus. 

II. Identifying Someone to Mentor:  The 

next thing would be to look for and identify 

the person, or the group of people you 

want to impact. Itõs extremely awkward to 

just pick a random person out of the blue. 

Look around you at the people close by 

and in your circle of influence and ask God 

to help you discern. See what is positive in 

a person and dream about potential. Start 

with the basics: someone that has a love 

for God, and has a commitment to 

learning or developing a skill. If you donõt 

have anyone around you like this, then 

maybe you need to place yourself in 

positions of service that widen your 

exposure. 

III. Layout What We Hope to Learn:  

Finally, you need to consider just what it is 

that you want to pass on. Is this a 

mentorship based on a particular task or 

skill (becoming a 

better guitar player or 

worship leader) or is it 

more of a character 

building exercise? You 

need to be clear 

about what you hope 

to accomplish so that 

you can keep things 

on track and to be sure you arrive where 

you intend to go. This is the more 

complicated or messy part of the journey. 

You may have the best five step plan in 

the world, but it might just as easily get 

derailed and you have to stay at step one 

for far longer than you thought. Thatõs ok. 

Just re-evaluate and move ahead. All 

growth is good growth.  

The true key to understand is that 

mentoring never really ends. We may end 

an intentional season with someone, but 

that doesnõt mean that the relationship 

ends. People I have mentored have 

always come back to me to chat, learn 

and grow. And everyone still needs 

someone to cheer them on when things 

get rough. Iõm humbled that I get to 

continue to do this, and honestly I grow so 

much through my relationship with each of 

them as well. And itõs even greater to see 

the fruit grow in a personõs life to the point 

where they become leaders and mentors 

in their own sphere of influence. The 

mentor becomes a partner, and the 

kingdom of God has a great harvest.  

And so mentoring is very important. Itõs the 

model Jesus passed on to us as He 

worked with a circle of twelve men, and 

He left us with a challenge to continue to 

build into the lives of true disciples. In 

Music & Arts we want to grow our young 

men and women to become mature 

artists, using their gifts to build up and serve 

the church. There is only one way to do 

this. We have to show them how. Itõs a 

huge responsibility, and itõs a lot of work, 

but it will bear eternal fruit in the lives of 

transformed artists. These musicians will 

continue to grow by the grace of God and 

be a key part of us at Cornerstone Church, 

changing our world.  

 
Lorn Gieck is the Associate Pastor of  
Music & Arts 
lorn@cornerstone-church.ca  
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Iõm sitting in the airport in Toronto writing 

this, getting ready to board for Miami on 

my way back down to Haiti. Itõs been a bit 

of a hectic fall, and the pace doesnõt 

slacken any. But this fall Iõve been struck by 

two things in particular. One of them is the 

very reason Iõm here in the airport . 

 

First, it seems that every year Iõm more 

keenly aware of the urgency to know Christ, 

and the importance of actually giving our 

lives to Himñnot just doing lip service and 

trucking along. I spent the summer trying to 

challenge kids to this very thing: A week out 

at DIRT Camp at Ranger Lake Bible Camp, 

calling 

young 

men to 

step up 

and be 

real 

menñto 

follow 

the call 

of Jesus and leave behind the safe, and 

the easy, and the half -hearted, and the 

shame, and the guilt keeping them in the 

shadows. From that we rolled right in to the 

Kadesh Kickoff with our Snr Hi students (and 

laid down the same challenge with our Jnr 

Hi kids), calling them to actually live out the 

Great Commandment ñto love God with 

all their heart, soul, mind and strength 

(really, everything elseñevery other 

conceivable command ñflows from an 

obedience to the original.) Sometimes I 

wish I could take it easy. I wish that I could 

tell students that it isnõt that big a deal. 

That following Christ wasnõt that hard, and 

that we could pick and choose what we 

wanted. But it doesnõt work that way. And 

every year, Iõm more and more 

concerned and more driven to challenge 

students to pursue the higher callingñthe 

difficult but true road, rather than the easy 

and comfortable.  

 

Second, Iõm more aware of the need to 

do something. Weõve been talking as a 

church for awhile now about the call to 

actually be engaged in meeting needs 

around us, not just talking about it. Ride 

for Refuge was a big part of that. I was so 

proud of our kids who made it a priority to 

be a part of something outside of 

themselves. Operation Shoebox, with 

Samaritanõs Purse is another avenue. But 

even simply being engaged in a daily 

level: This year, weõre engaging our small 

groups with Snr Hi to start living out the stuff 

we are talking about, to engage in 

relationship, and to begin serving others. 

As a result, weõve got groups who, at least 

once a month, will be engaging the 

community on a relational level, with a 

heart to serve. Itõs part of the reason I am 

where I am right now. I am definitely not 

the most qualified person, nor skilled to be 

building a wall. Or building anything. But I 

can do  something. I can physically help, I 

can gather the resources to make it 

happen, and even if it takes me twice as 

long, I can help build a wall ñbuild a wall 

that has the potential to reverse the future 

generations of Haitian children. And that 

seems like something worth doing. 

 

And it also seems like something worth 

calling us as followers of Christ to do. So 

the challenge we leave with our students 

goes out to everyoneñWhat does it 

mean to actually love the Lord with ALL  

our hearts, souls, minds, and strength, and 

are we prepared to simply do something  

to make a difference.   

 

Stephen Thiessen is the Associate  

Pastor to Students 

stephen@cornerstone-church.ca  

The Hardest Simple Command Youõll Ever Get 

Stephen Thiessen 
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Cornerstone Student Ministry 

(CSM) is a community of 

students that have found     

themselves connected to one 

another through school, sports, 

or maybe because they 

simply live on the same street, 

have the same piano teacher, 

or followed the same cookie 

crumb path.   We gather 

together on a regular basis at 

Cornerstone Church, and at 

various homes around the 

city.  The majority of us are 

Christians, but there are a 

good bunch of us who are 

simply checking things out, 

exploring Christianity, or trying 

to discover what the spiritual-

life is all about.  No matter 

where youõre at, thereõs a 

place to fit somewhere.  

Our ultimate dream is more 

than party games and cheap 

laughs:  It is to follow Jesus 

Christ who many of us have 

embraced as our Lord and 

Godé to share our stories with 

those still wonderingé and to 

grow in our faith together.   At 

the end of the day, all that 

matters is that we Love God. 

Love People.  Impact the 

World. 

 

So What Actually Goes Down 

on a Thursday Night? 

The nights usually begin with 

just a laid back, casual 

environment, just hanging out 

with new and old friends, 

eating random food (pizza 

pops and ice cream 

sandwiches, anyone?), and 

playing in the gym, or video 

games.   Eventually, weõll all 

gather and have some group 

stuff (sometimes high energy, 

requiring intense nunchuk 

skills), and then we sit down 

and work through parts of the 

Bible, wrestling with trying to 

understand, comprehend, 

and apply the stuff Godõs put 

there for us.  By the end of the 

night, you got more 

options!  Head back to the 

games, visit and hangout, or 

find some quiet space to pray 

or spend some alone 

downtime.   Every now and 

then, weõll also break up into 

groups to give feedback on 

the topics, and work through 

the issues by community. 

Who or What is CSM? 
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Iõm more aware of the need 

to do something. Weõve 

been talking as a church for 

awhile now about the call to 

actually be engaged in 

meeting needs around us, 

not just talking about it.  



About seven years ago I went to a 

conference and in a way had my world 

flipped upside down. God had made me 

so aware that all my efforts into a one hour 

program on a Sunday morning for kids were 

indeed futile. My influence 

in a kidõs life is miniscule 

and insignificant. George 

Barna research group has 

shown that a pastor, youth 

pastor or Sunday school 

teacher does not come in 

the top 10 of influencers in 

a childõs life. For starters, 

even if families attend 

every week all year round 

(few do) it is still only four 

hours of influence a month. And I rarely 

have any one -on-one discussion time with 

kids. 

So I realized that my job is to equip. Maybe 

plant seeds for kids, but the family as a 

whole is more my concern. My eyes were 

opened and I have realized how true this is. 

I have seen many kids go through our 

programming over the last eight plus years 

and I would be able to tell you which 

families talk about and practice faith at 

home. I have elementary aged kids who 

come from Christian homes who can 

discuss a bible story with me and know it. I 

also have kids who come from Christian 

homes who cannot find the book of 

Genesis. I wish I was joking here. I am not! 

Recently I have attended a couple of 

conferences. One was specifically on family 

ministry and one was on leadership. I have 

been challenged again. Itõs tough to get 

parents to bring the òtake home sheetsó 

home or be involved in events. Itõs tough to 

have families willing to sit in church all 

together. I would like to just give it up. Iõm 

tired of pushing against a wall. Our culture is 

too busy for families to spend time together 

talking about God and definitely too busy to 

worship together. 

But God said to me...hold on a second. I 

have asked you to advocate for kids. I 

have asked you to lead at Cornerstone 

and I have not asked you to give up. 

Family units are crumbling in our society. 

Kids are 

forced to 

worry 

about their 

parents 

divorcing, 

whether or 

not they 

have the 

coolest, 

newest 

piece of 

technology, and to avoid being bullied at 

school. Jesus rarely comes to mind. Jesus 

is not at the forefront. And I realized that it 

isnõt on their parentsõ radar either. That is 

why marriages are suffering, children are 

neglected and families break. 

Grandparents, aunts and uncles are not 

exempt from this. If parents arenõt 

stepping up, why arenõt you helping fill 

that void? Your influence in a kidõs life is still 

far greater than my own.  

So I challenge you all.  Not just parents. Is 

Christ at the forefront of your life/ If not, fix 

it! Get on your knees before God 

because the children in your life are 

suffering. You are influencing their spiritual 

life and there is too much at stake for you 

to do nothing. If sports and things are 

more important to the kids around you 

than Christ, then you need to be pointing 

them in a different direction.  

My heart breaks for my own nieces and 

nephews. I pray for them, I invest in them 

(and should do so more!) because I want 

them to choose to follow Jesus. I want 

them to live their lives for Him. I donõt want 

them to waste 

life on 

meaningless 

things. 

My heart 

breaks for the 

kids in this 

church. When 

an elementary 

child from a 

Christian home says to a leader, òIõm glad 

Eve ate that apple and sin came into the 

world. It makes the world more 

interestingó, we have a problem. This 

breaks me. And I hope it breaks you too.  

So this is what we are currently doing to 

equip and support you to raise your 

children for Christ: 

Family ServicesñWorshiping together 

as a family is an opportunity! It doesnõt 

matter if your kids are getting loudñ

direct them and teach them. Talk to 

them and share with them what is 

going on around them! How confusing 

communion must be to a child unless 

you TELL them what it means. The first 

Sunday of each month will be a family 

service because your family is more 

important than any program we offer.  

Gr. 5/6 Volunteers in TrainingñWe 

have just started this this year. We have 

noticed that kids drop off in this age 

bracket and so we are creating 

opportunities for kids to take ownership 

of their church. To begin to understand 

what it means to serve. Demonstrate 

this in their own lives. Preteens are so 

willing to help and serve and we are 

giving them the opportunity.  

Family ResourcesñWe have many 

books upstairs for families of all types 

(singles, grandparents, youth, young 

children, etc.) to borrow. We add to it 

frequently and are open to any topics 

or suggestions you may have. Take 

advantage of this! Spend time reading 

a book to stretch yourself as a spiritual 

leader in your home.  

MidweekñOur kidsõ midweek program 

is for your kids to invite their friends. It is 

an awesome opportunity for kids to 

learn how to take the good news to 

their friends by bringing them and 

building relationships with 

them in a God honouring 

environment. This is not just 

another Christian program for 

your kids. Itõs intentional. 

Child Dedication ñThese 

are a physical symbol of 

parents taking the role as 

spiritual leaders in their 

homes. How we do these dedications is 

intentional in the vision for families at 

Cornerstone. 

 

Whatõs The Point? 

Jessica Braun 

Family units are crumbling in 

our society. Kids are forced to 

worry about their parents 

divorcing, whether or not they 

have the coolest, newest piece 

of technology, and to avoid 

being bullied at school. Jesus 

rarely comes to mind.  
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Take Home SheetsñAny programming 

under Gr. 6 has òtake home sheetsó. If 

your child doesnõt have itñask them to 

go get it! Read them. Talk to your kids 

about them.  

WebsiteñIf you go to our church 

website there are a few website 

ideas for elementary kids. They 

are a media driven generation 

and there are many great sites 

that will teach them biblical 

truths. There are also links I have 

placed for parents to access.  

We strive to coincide Russõ teaching 

with what kids are being taught.  No, it 

may not be the exact bible story, but 

look at the themes. This is an ongoing 

process that we are moving towards. If it 

doesnõt seem to coincide, still share 

what you learned with your kids and use 

their òtake home sheetsó to inform 

yourself about what they learned, 

because I know they will tell you that 

they learned ônothingõ.ƽ 

We are 

always taking 

steps to 

provide 

places and 

opportunities 

for families to 

worship 

together at 

home and at church. Our church vision is 

to change the world and what a great 

example to the world to have families that 

are thriving and healthy. We are here to 

support and equip you and I hope you will 

contact me or other staff if you ever need 

guidance as a family. We are learning too. 

We are always stretching and growing 

ourselves and we ask that you join us as we 

seek to follow Christ in everything we do 

and to advocate for our kidsõ spiritual well-

being.  

òLove the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
strength. These commandments that I give 
you today are to be upon your hearts. 
Impress them on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up.ó  
Deut. 6:5-6  
 

Jessica Braun is the Associate Pastor of 
Christian Education 
Jessica@cornerstone-church.ca  

Whatõs The Point? 

(continued)  

Why I Will NOT Apologize 

Dawn Grunau  

You know what?  I get it.  I do realize that it 

can be frustrating to sit around my children 

during church.  I know that they donõt 

always remember to whisper, they might sit 

when we stand or stand when we sit, and 

they will probably be eating during the 

service.  I promise they will be distracting 

sometimes and I guarantee they are not 

going to sit quietly the whole service 

(although I do promise to take them out 

when they are melting down... we all have 

those days, donõt we?).  But hereõs the 

thing.... thatõs not my biggest concern right 

now.  My husband and I are not trying to 

teach our children to sit and be quiet so 

the adults can worship God through 

singing, teaching and responding. Weõre 

not trying to make sure that our children 

are òseen but not heardó and frankly their 

noise level is the least of our concern on a 

Sunday morning. 

So what am I trying to teach my children 

when I get the opportunity to have them 

with me during the service?   

I want my children to know that church is 

FUN!!  When we come to Cornerstone, my 

youngest, Norah, who is now 2 years old, 

runs to the sanctuary doors and starts 

dancing and clapping.  Even in her young 

mind, she knows it is a place where we 

sing with joy, we clap, and we celebrate!  

As she gets older she will come to 

understand that we are singing songs of 

joy to our Savior, we are clapping in 

adoration to our Father, and we are 

celebrating the works of our God!  Our 

oldest daughter, Libby, has started to 

understand that more and more each 

Sunday.  She knows that we go to church to 

learn about God, to thank Him for all of the 

incredible things God has done for us and 

to discover how to live in obedience to 

Godõs will. 

Secondly, I want my children to know that 

our church is a place where all people are 

valued.  I want my girls to know that they 

are a part of something bigger RIGHT NOW.  

They are not a nuisance, they are a part of 

something bigger than themselves that 

God specially designed to carry out His  

Quick Dates for Childrenõs Ministry 2011 
 

Nov. 6ñFamily Service 
Nov. 17ñMidweek Activity Night 
Dec. 4ñFamily Service 
Dec. 15ñMidweek Activity Night 
Dec. 22ñNo Midweek Programming 
Dec. 25ñNo programming ñMerry Christmas! 
Dec. 29ñNo Midweek Programming 

Jan. 1ñNo programming ñHappy New Year! 
Jan. 19ñMidweek Activity Night 
Feb. 5ñFamily Service 
Feb. 19ñRegular Kids Programming (long weekend)  
Feb. 23ñNo Midweek Programming 

March 4ñFamily Service 
March 15ñMidweek Activity Night 
April 1ñFamily Service 
April 8ñEasterñNo programs 
April 15ñNo Midweek Programming 
April 19ñMidweek Activity Night 
May 6ñFamily Service 
May 20ñRegular Kids Programming (long weekend) 
May 31ñLast Midweek Program 
June 3ñFamily Service 
June 10ñGraduation Celebration (Last Day of Programs) 
June 24ñChild Dedication Service 
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We thought you would like to hear about 

the focus of Music and Arts 

here at Cornerstone Church.  

The Music & Arts Ministry 

Leadership team has 

created a booklet to help 

those involved or who are 

interested in serving in this 

ministry area.  The booklet will 

help you understand the 

scope of what we do and 

how we can help each 

other. 

 

Worship is seen throughout 

the whole bible.  As His 

children, we are to live out 

the Glory of God in all that 

we do.  We are to give glory 

to God in and through our lives.  As His 

children we have the opportunity and 

privilege to share who Jesus is and what He 

has done for us.  To point to, to direct 

attention and others attention to give glory 

to the One True God.  John 

14:6, òJesus answered, ôI am 

the way and the truth and 

the life.  No one comes to 

the Father except through 

me.õó  When we read Godõs 

word we can see revelation 

of who He is and the 

revealing of truth, His word is 

truth (John 17:17).  We see 

in His word that we are 

invited into a relationship 

with Him and therefore we 

too can read and receive 

revelation from Godõs word 

and can respond.  As the 

booklet emphasizes, biblical 

worship is this ongoing 

pattern of revelation and response.   

 

As we use music and arts we can give 

Glory to God in how we use them.  The 

Cornerstone Church Music & Arts booklet 

explains that it is, òé our privilege to explore 

the creative gifts of the arts as a means of 

making the name 

of God glorious in 

our church, 

community and 

worldó.  Our vision 

is, òCornerstone 

Church will 

change our world.ó  

The strategic goals 

around that are to:  

"Bring on the men.  

Bring back the 

prodigals. Bring in 

the seekers.  Bring forward practical 

solutions.ó  In these goals we have the 

òprivilege of calling others to know the 

enduring love of God and celebrate in His 

presence.ó   

 

 

Music & Arts At Cornerstone 

Michelle Irving  

purpose to the world.  They are not a part 

of the Body to come, but they are an 

integral part of the Body right now.  Are we 

perfect? Absolutely not!!  But thatõs the 

beauty of God using His Church to work 

through us.... He takes us in our weaknesses 

so that we can see His Spirit working 

through us.  My children can grow the 

kingdom of God!  I know many children 

have come to our mid -week program 

through the invitation of our Cornerstone 

kids and I know many children, Libby 

included, who are excited to be able to 

talk about Jesus with their classmates. 

Lastly, I want my children to learn what God 

wants to teach them.  There are so many 

times that Libby has learned the things of 

God from simply spending time in the 

service.  She has asked me questions 

regarding the songs (òWhat does Hallelujah 

mean?ó), regarding the sermon (òWhat 

does obedience mean?ó), and she is 

learning so much from watching what we 

ALL do (òWhy do we stand?ó, òWhy do some 

people put up their hands?ó, òWhatõs the 

bread for?ó, òWhatõs that picture on the 

screen mean?ó, etc, etc).   

So what am I asking of you, the Church?  

Please understand that my husband and I 

arenõt perfect but weõre trying to teach our 

children about something that is bigger 

than any of us.  It can be exhausting to 

look for teachable moments, or to keep a 

toddler engaged (hence the snacks) but a 

smile from across the room, or a knowing 

nod can be such an encouragement to a 

parentõs heart.   

To the Body of Christ, please encourage 

our young families 

who are trying to 

teach their 

children the ways 

of our God.  

Please donõt treat 

our children like 

an annoyance, 

and please donõt 

judge our parents 

purely on their 

childrenõs 

behavior.  Kids will be kids and we all have 

bad days.  Sundays have that special way 

of getting children completely off routine, 

causing more meltdowns... maybe it is 

Godõs way of teaching families to rely on 

Him and His Church!  I am asking that you 

extend grace to us, as parents, and come 

alongside us to support and encourage us.  

It is hard to raise a family in this age, and 

families are being attacked at every level, 

so please pray for us and lift us up to God.  

If you take nothing else from this article, 

please hear me when I say that children 

watch EVERYTHING that happens on a 

Sunday.  They are not just looking at the 

stage, they are looking everywhere.  They 

are not just watching the leaders, they are 

watching YOU.  They are not just hearing 

the words that are being spoken or sung, 

they are watching your actions and how 

you are responding to whatõs being said.  

And they are not only 

watching you in the pews... 

they are watching you in the 

foyer, in the gym, while you 

drink your coffee and in the 

parking lot.  I beg of you, as a 

mother who wholeheartedly 

wants my children to fall 

completely in love with Jesus, 

show my kids what itõs like to be 

100% in love with God.  Please 

extend the love and grace 

that God has given to you to my children.  

How great it would be if by the time the 

children in our church can first say òJesusó, 

they have already experienced His grace 

and love through the people of the Church 

thousands of times!  And Iõm not just talking 

about in the nurseries, in the classroom or in 

the CE wing, but in our pews, foyer and, 

dare I say, outside of the church... can I 

hear a òHallelujah!ó   

Dawn Grunau is our Christian Education Part

-time Director and our Plan To Protect Policy 

Coordinator  



Page 8 Cornerstone Church 

Musician Interview, Music & Arts Conversations: 

Cornerstone Music & Arts has a lot of talented people involved in serving week by week as we take the opportunity to worship together.  

One of our most recent additions is a young man named Luke Gordon.  Youõll have seen him sitting at the piano, and doing a bit of 

singing.  Heõs full of passion and energy, not to mention very gifted.  Iõve really appreciated  getting to know him, and thought this issue 

of Cornerstone Connected might be a good opportunity for us to hear a bit of his heart, and how that connects to serving with  

worship. 

Name, Instrument:  

Luke Gordon, Piano/Keyboard/Voice 

 

Tell us about your musical background?  

I started the way most kids starté lessons. 

And also like the majority of kids, I hated it. I 

would scream, cry, and tell my parents that 

I would never, ever do 

this to my children. I was 

trained classically but 

always wanted to play 

blues, jazz, country, 

anything but classical. So 

after 8 years of lessons I 

quit and started touring 

around being a part of 

worship teams and youth 

groups. Looking back on 

it nowé my mother and 

father were right, I do 

thank them. And yesé I 

will do that to my children.  

 

What brought you to Cornerstone and 

what is it like being a part of this team?  

I moved up to Saskatoon in October 2010 

to work for Dale at Rheinland Transport. He 

knew I was looking for a church to be part 

of and mentioned I should check out 

Cornerstone. At first I was a little worriedé 

coming from a strong Pentecostal 

background, Iõm sure I donõt have to 

explain whyé But I was so encouraged 

and excited when I saw brass instruments 

on stage! The talent and desire to worship 

God is a rare quality and it seems to be 

abundant and bursting at the seams within 

the walls of Cornerstone. 

  

Share a bit about 

your passion for 

using music to 

worship. 

Music for me has 

always been and 

continues to be 

my main òoutó, if 

you will, for 

frustration, joy, and 

a myriad of other 

feelings and 

emotions. Greatest 

of all, it is my direct line to God. When I sit 

at my piano, it is one of the few places I 

feel his presence and guiding hand on my 

life in such a strong and tangible way. I 

feel like all barriers are torn and it is just Him 

and I. When I lost my father to cancer, 

there were two places I found peace and 

rest. In Jesus, and in worship, and lucky for 

me they are found in the same place.  

 

How are you growing both spiritually and 

musically?  

I strongly believe we never strop growing. 

The question is, which way are we headed? 

My goal is to become a man of God, and 

although I fail miserably almost everydayé 

okay, 

everydayé I 

desire to walk 

hand in hand 

with my Lord 

and Savior. I 

have taken a 

stand to allow 

my music to be 

worship, in all 

forms, whether it be with lyrics, slow and 

emotional songs, or wicked techno jam 

sessions in my beat laboratory! God is my 

desire, my fulfillment and my joy, and with 

the giftings He has given me I will let it be 

worship and a testament to His unfailing 

love. 

  

 We have really enjoyed Luke as heõs been 

involved in worship teams, and look 

forward to the creative energy heõll bring.  

Keep praying for Luke, our whole Music & 

Arts team, and everyone who serves in all 

ministry areas of the church.  

God is my desire, my 

fulfillment and my joy, 

and with the giftings He 

has given me I will let it 

be worship and a 

testament to His 

unfailing love.  

Music & Arts At Cornerstone 

(continued)  

You may ask, what does this mean for 

Music and Arts?  The music and arts teamõs 

values are:  to use art as a reflection of the 

image of God, in which we use His vast  

canvas of His creation to Worship Him.  As 

artists we have opportunity to share Godõs 

word through this expression.  We also want 

to have a commitment to quality.  Here we 

have opportunity to play skillfully and 

sharpen our skills.  We also want to 

emphasize our work as servants.  We want 

to readily serve the body of believers, and 

our community.  Another part of our values 

is to develop a sense of team, and 

encourage our creative spirit of 

collaboration, support, and fellowship.  

Finally our desire is to see worship across 

the generations as we pass on skills and 

provide mentorship 

in biblical worship. 

If you are dedicated 

in loving and serving 

the Lord in your life 

and enjoy using the 

gifts of music and 

arts the Creator has 

given you, this may 

be a ministry 

opportunity for you.  

We encourage you 

to pray, read the booklet on Music & Arts 

( http://www.cornerstone-church.ca/

ministries/music-arts/ ) and if this is your 

calling come see Lorn Gieck, 

the Pastor of Music & Arts. 

 

Michele Irving has been doing 

her internship under Pastor Lorn 

in Music & Arts since January 

2011. 

http://www.cornerstone-church.ca/ministries/music-arts/
http://www.cornerstone-church.ca/ministries/music-arts/
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HEADS UP  
CSM goes down Thursdays: JNR HI (gr. 6-8) 6.30-8PM and SNR HI (gr. 9-12) 7.30 -9.30 (but youõre free to stick 
around a bit after!   Doors lock at 9.50. òishó. 
Dates to Remember:  
Oct 27: JNR HI Trick or Eat (Bust out that costume early, and collect food for HandsOn!) 
Nov 3: SNR HI Trick or Eat (ditto as above) 
Nov 17: Operation Shoebox Night (JNR HI in small grups, SNR HI as large group) 
Dec 15: JNR HI Christmas Party 
Dec 17: SNR HI Christmas Family Dinner at Friesen Farm  
Dec 22: No Youth 
Dec 29: No Youth 
Jan 5: Reboot Night! 
Jan 19: SNR HI Study Party 

SENIOR HIGH 

 
OCTOBER 2011 
9é NO Sunday AM 
13é Small Groups 
20é KGB Wide Game  
27é Social Justice Night 
 
NOVEMBER 2011 
10é Small Groups 
17é Operation Shoebox 
24é Special Guest Speaker 
 
DECEMBER 2011  
1é Christmas Reflective 
8é Small Groups  
15é Social Justice Night 
17é FARMily Christmas 
Party 
 
JANUARY 2012  
5é Midweek ReBoot 
12é Small groups  
19é Study Party  
26é Social Justice Night  
 
FEBRUARY 2012 
9é Small Groups 
16é Gladiator Night 
22-26éPanorama Ski Trip (Tentative) 
23é Social Justice  

JUNIOR HIGH 

 
OCTOBER 2011 
9é NO Sunday AM 
13é KGB Wide Game 
20é Small Groups   
27é Trick or Eat Food Drive 
 
NOVEMBER 2011 
17é Small Groups  
 
DECEMBER 2011  
15é Christmas Party 
22é Small Groups 
 
JANUARY 2012  
5é Midweek Reboot 
19é Small Groups  
 
FEBRUARY 2012 
2é Tie-dye Night!  
9é Gladiator Night! 
16é Small Groups  
 

SMALL GROUP DATES:  
Oct: 20  
Nov: 17  
Dec: 22  
Jan: 19  
Feb: 16  
Mar: 15  
Apr: 19  

SMALL GROUP DATES:  
Oct: 20  
Nov: 17  
Dec: 22  
Jan: 19  
Feb: 16  
Mar: 15  
Apr: 19  

Also, watch for details and registration for  
PANORAMA SKI TRIP 2012 coming in early  
November!  
 
Wanna know whatôs going on? Sign up for 

CSM Text Alerts. Text your name/cell number 

to Stephen, at 291 -5533 or check out the 

CSM:SNR HI Facebook Page!  

SUNDAY AM AND  
MIDWEEK CHRISTMAS 
BREAK RUNS FROM  
DEC 23-JAN 4 

SUNDAY AM AND  
MIDWEEK CHRISTMAS 
BREAK RUNS FROM  
DEC 23-JAN 4 

IMPORTANT CSM DATES 2011/2012 

Shoeboxes will be available on  
Sunday, November 6th  

 
You can bring your completed shoeboxes 
by November 20th. Make sure to include  

$7/box for handling. Make cheques  
payable to Samaritanðs Purse. 
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Websites to Check Out:  

www.live58.org  

www.ratanak.org  

www.haitiarise.org  

www.notforsalecampaign.org  

www.jordoncooper.com  

www.icareaboutorphans.org  

www.questfor compassion.org 

(designed for kids)  

Books to Read: 
 

The Hole In Our Gospel by Richard Stearns 

Generous Justice by Timothy Keller 

Radical  by David Platt 

Not For Sale by David Batstone 

Poverty & Justice Bible - Canadian Bible Society  

Too Small to Ignore   by Dr. Wes Stafford 

Thereõs No Me Without You  by Melissa-Fay Greene 

Resources 

With the messages Pastor Russ has shared over the past several months here is a resource list for those who would like further 

information.  

  



As we move into the fall its exciting to see all of the activities and programs 
that the various ministries of Cornerstone Church is involved in.  These are the 
ways in which we see the fruit of our vision to be a church that will change our 
world.  That fruit will only grow when it is attached to a nourishing structure, 
and has strong deep roots.  As such its important for all of us invovled at 
Cornerstone Church to keep informed and updated as to the process of 
leadership evaluation and restructuring that has been going on behind the 
scenes.  The largest part of this process has been the updating of our 
constitution. 
  
The process began back in October 19th, 2009, when the Church Council, 
created a constitution committee to review the documents we currently have 
and to evaluate the leadership processes.  After a lot of work, the constitution 
committee presented their report at this yearôs annual general meeting on 
March 6th.  Part of the presentation included draft documents of a new 
constitution, bylaws, and governance manual.  The congregation was asked to 
engage in the process at this point, and an open town hall meeting was held 
on June 29th to hear comments and to obtain feedback.  We are planning to 
have one more opportunity for feedback at an open town hall meeting coming 
up on Saturday November 5th at 9am.  From there we will bring the constitution 
to the 2012 Annual General Meeting for a decision from the congregation. 
  
This article is intended to be a refresher on some of the structural issues which 
lead to this proposed Constitution, and a starting point for those who wish to 
find our more about the presented documents and church leadership 
processes.  For some this article may be enough.  Some may want more 
information.  If so please feel free to contact the members of the constitution 
committee, or you can obtain copies of the documents for your own reading at 
the church office. 
 
Our Current System:  An Evaluation 
1) Dual Leadership Structure 
Currently we have a dual leadership structure with both Church Council and 
Advisory Board.  The intention of this was to have some degree of separation 
between the management functions of leadership, and the spiritual functions of 
leadership.  While this may have been prudent during its development, at this 
time it leads to a lack of effectiveness and at times a lack of clarity of function 
between the two boards.  Advisory Board is identified as the spiritual leaders of 
the church, yet they are underpowered for that task.  In structural leadership 
the area of authority needs to match the area of responsibility.  In our current 
structure, Advisory Board only has one vote at council, far underpowering their 
ability to spiritually lead.  In practice we put our best leaders onto this 
governing board, and while they are afforded a figurehead status (they are the 
only committee which self nominates its members), this may not be the best 
use of these people.  At times this gets confused, because Advisory Board can 
only make recommendations to Church Council.  There is no structure of 
accountability to ensure that Church Council takes the advice of the Advisory 
Board.  This body has the potential to think about the long term effects of 
vision and how to nurture the accomplishing of mission, yet cannot do it. 
  
2)Siloôs on Church Council 
Church Council, then by default becomes the power structure for leadership in 
the church.  This becomes very difficult for this body to function this way 
because of its inherent structure.  Church Council core membership is the 
heads  of sub-committees.  This creates a governing body in which the 
members are more concerned about their immediate ministry area, and give 
less thought to the big picture. 
Committee chairpersons come to each Church Council meeting largely to 
report on and discuss the interests of their individual committee.  There is no 
overarching principle that leads back to the larger picture of vision and mission.  
Itôs all about the small picture, pieces of the pie.  It functions as a management 
structure, while operating with the power of a leadership structure (area of 
authority is greater than its area of responsibility). 
  
3) Current Sub-Committees 
We have a large group of sub-committees overseeing ministry areas of CE, 
Youth, Music & Arts, Trustee & Finance, and Missions.  There is a current 

divide in them as some are overseen directly by pastoral staff, and some are 
entirely lay-driven.  In practice, most of the functions of the staff led committees, 
have been overtaken by the staff person themselves.  The committee largely 
becomes an assisting and advisory group to the pastor.  This mode of operation 
is contrary to the constitution and must be addressed.  The Committees that lack 
a pastoral presence, may need greater connection and support than we have 
currently offered. 
  
These three key observations about our existing structure have provided the 
basis for the leadership evaluation and restructuring.  The purpose of this 
document is not to discuss all the details.   Rather, the purpose is to create 
awareness and a starting point for future discussion and evaluation. 
 
From here we will move on to suggesting a new 
structural form for Cornerstone Church. The model 
chosen, from among several reviewed, is adapted from 
the Relationship Model developed by Les Stahlke.  He 
has significant experience as a leadership consultant, 
and is distinctly Canadian in his approach, and focused 
on the church.  It is a really thorough look at church 
structure.  For more information consult his book 
Church Governance Matters. 
 
A Possible System:  An Explanation 
 In this structure the authority comes from the church membership directly to one 
governing board.  This would be most like the Advisory Board we currently have, 
only in this case its authority would match its responsibility.  Their role is to look to 
the future of the church and ensure that scripture guides our mission and  core 
values, and thus become the basis by which every other leadership decision is 
made.  The Diagram of a tree is significant.  The church membership would 
provide the nourishment for a strong trunk ï the board. 
  
The Lead pastor becomes the top of the trunk where mission and vision is directly 
communicated through to the management team.  Whereas Church Council  
currently is in the management position, they do not have this kind of direct 
accountability to mission and vision.  This places considerable responsibility into 
the Lead Pastorôs role.  Their accountability is directly to the board. 
  
From this management team flows the branches and hopefully the fruit of 
ministry.  Each team is led by a member of the Management team.  The key 
difference here from our current structure is a reverse in flow.  Instead of the 
specific ministry area flowing into the general, the general leadership (big picture-
mission & vision) flows into the specialized ministry area. 
   
The key benefits in this structure is 1) To ensure that the relationships are clear 
and that accountability is built into the relationships to ensure success; that no 
team is left on its own. 2)  To enable more focus and energy on big picture care 
of Mission, Vision and Policy.  This will also begin to address continuity which is 
another system our current structure lacks.  3)  Be more efficient, so that 
management decisions get made further up the structure, closer to the area of 
responsibility. 
  
Looking to the Future 
Weôre excited about the directions in which God is taking us.  We believe in the 
vision of Cornerstone Church, and want to ensure that we set up a healthy 
structure in which all ministries, both currently existing and ones to come, will 
have the support and focus with which to make the vision of Cornerstone Church 
a reality. 
  
Prayerfully journey with us as we walk through this process, and if you have any 
comments, or questions please ensure your attendance at the Open Town Hall 
Meeting on November 5th, at 9am. 
  
Constitution Committee 
Howard Janzen & Pastor Lorn Gieck 

Constitution Process Update 
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