


changing our world.  Thatõs 

right, our vision is to change 

our world.  It is a huge vision.  

It is a life-changing type of 

vision.  It is the kind of vision 

that gets the heart beating 

and the brain thinking.  Itõs 

big.  God is big.  I like that.  

A big vision where a big God 

helps us achieve things that 

individually we would have 

never accomplished.   

Since our last publication 

much has happened.  Take a 

look through òconnectedó so 

that you can connect with 

what we are about.  God is at 

work here.  Spend a little time 

just praising God for what He 

is doing in our midst.  Spend 

a little time asking God to do 

more in us as well as through 

us.  Much has happened but 

there is still so much more to 

do.  I believe in order for that 

to happen we must be 

relentlesséagain. 

This vision stuff really is hard 

work.  Since our last 

publication I have spent a 

considerable amount of time 

thinking and tweaking the 

vision for Cornerstone 

Church.  I have thought about 

it, talked to others about it, 

asked for input and finally 

sent it off to my sister-in-law 

who is a public relations 

consultant.  I asked her to 

poke around and massage 

the vision, then send it back to 

me for more thought.  

It currently is on my desk as I 

await our Leadership Summit 

which will be over by the time 

this is picked up and in your 

hands.  Our new Moderator 

wants to take the big picture 

of our vision and break it 

down into achievable steps.  

Once again I go back to my 

opening statement that this 

vision stuff is hard work.  It 

takes time, thought, as well as 

action.  Some of us are action 

people.  We just want to know 

what needs to be done so that 

we can get at it.  Donõt ask 

me to spend a whole lot of 

time thinking about direction 

or vision. I just want to get the 

job done.  I think Peter was 

probably like that.  He was 

the kind of guy who wanted to 

know what had to be done 

because he would do it.  

Jesus knew this and He 

worked with the personality 

Peter had. 

At Cornerstone we have a 

wide variety of personalities.  

We have some thinkers as 

well as some planners.  We 

have a few dreamers (I mean 

that in a positive way) and we 

have those who are hard 

workers.  Each and everyone 

are important and have a role 

to play.  As we confirm our 

vision we are in essence 

confirming our direction as a 

church.  This is very exciting 

as it helps us to stay on 

course instead of drifting all 

over the map. A church 

without a vision does not 

know where it is going. 

If you are a newcomer to 

Cornerstone we invite you to 

find that place where you fit 

and get involved as we pursue 

our vision.  If you are a lifer 

we are thankful for your 

faithfulness.  We look forward 

to seeing how God will use 

you now as you use your gifts, 

talents and abilities to help us 

accomplish our vision of 

Relentless...Again - Pastor Russ Wilson 
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ñThis vision 

stuff really is 

hard work.  

...our vision is 

to change our 

world.  It is a 

huge vision.  

Itôs big.  God is 

big.  I like that.ò 
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ά±ƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳΦ  !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  !Ŏǘƛƻƴ 

ǿƛǘƘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ  WƻŜƭ .ŀǊƪŜǊ 

Vision looks inward and become duty.  Vision looks outward and becomes aspiration.  
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Love God. Love People. Impact 
The World.  

Cornerstone Student Ministries 
started the year with that goal 
ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ ŘƛǎǘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎ 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜέ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
Cornerstone down to 
something students could get 
their hands on.  Six months 
ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΣ 
but starting to get a firmer 
grasp on what it might look 
like.  Over the course of the 
ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
groups, fought in Sumo Suits, 
made mini-movies about 
!ƭōƛƴƻΩǎ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƘŀƛǊȅ 
cavemen, helping out with the 
Food bank, shared communion, 
chased goose decoys through 
parks, and skied down pristine 
mountains, the constant has 
been a pursuit of our Lord and 
Saviour. From adopting sponsor 
children as a response to the 

disaster in Haiti, to hard 
questions about the nature and 
origin of Sin and Evil, to defining 
mile-markers on the spiritual 
road maps of students, nothing 
gets us more excited than 
watching students grapple, 
challenge and engage the 
sacred in the midst of their 
lives.  We do it each week, and 
ǿŜΩŘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ 
because only Jesus can call 
students to a place of lifelong 
abandonment to Him and His 
purpose.  

Shifting Gears 
Spring and summer take on a 
slightly different look at 
CSM.  As weekly events come to 
an end (JNR HI Wrap-up April 
29, SNR HI Wrap-up June 10), 
students start spreading out 
across the province for camps, 
holidays and different ministry 
opportunities. As part of 

preparing students for ministry 
over the summer we will be 
running a mini-series in June 
dealing with some of the issues 
and experiences students will 
come face to face with over the 
summer.  There are also the 
odd epic-and-uber-cool shindigs 
ƎƻƛƴΩ Řƻǿƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ 
so  ōŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /{a ǘŜȄǘ 
updates! 
 
Heads UP 
Dates to Remember: 
Kadesh Retreat  
   SNR HI Sept 10-12 
 

Fall KickOff  
   SNR, JNR HI Sept 16 
 

 
²ŀƴƴŀ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚ   

Sign up for CSM Text Alerts.   
Text your name and cell 

number to Stephen,  
at 291-5533. 

Heart and Mission - Stephen Thiessen 
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THUSDAYS  

 

JNR HI //  

Gr. 6 -8  

 6.30 -8PM  

 

SNR HI //  

Gr. 9 -12 

 7.30 -10PM  

3. Calling means that I look out 
for the health and interests of 
the whole group, not just my 
own. 
4. Calling means that I put in my 
best effort. 
5. Calling means that I come 
prepared and well practiced. 
сΦ /ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
back down when it becomes 
difficult or challenging. 
7. Calling means that I will allow 
myself to experience spiritual 
growth as I stretch my faith and 
my skills. 
8. Calling means that I 
encourage and cheer on the 
other musicians I get to serve 
with. 
9. Calling means that I resolve 
conflict and look for 
opportunities to bless other 
musicians. 
 
While some of these 
statements are musician 
specific, there are principles 
here that apply to anyone that 
finds themselves taking 

Every week as we come to 
worship here at Cornerstone 
Church we are led by a group of 
dedicated and creative 
musicians and artists here in 
Music & Arts. Being able to 
serve God, and build the church 
through the use of our gifts is a 
great thing.  I hope that we as a 
church take our time to 
encourage and appreciate their 
ministry.  In reality, they are not 
just volunteers; it is something 
more signif icant than 
that.  Those who serve the 
church need to understand the 
concept of calling.  It is God 
who gives us the purpose and 
the power to call others to 
come and know the glory of his 
name.  So what does calling 
mean to a musician? 
1. Calling means that band 
rehearsal is another opportunity 
to be used by God. 
нΦ /ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ 
grateful for constructive 
feedback so I can serve at my 
best. 

responsibility to serve in the 
church.  It takes effort to serve, 
and at times it is difficult.  
However, there are so many 
greater joys to be found in 
letting our time be used in 
serving God.  Oswald Chambers 
ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ ά²ƘŜƴ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ 
put His call on you, woe be to 
you if you turn to the right hand 
or to the left.  He will do with 
you what He never did with you 
before the call came; He will do 
with you what He is not doing 
with other people.  Let Him 
ƘŀǾŜ Iƛǎ ǿŀȅΦέ 
 
I want to say thanks and keep 
up the good work to all our 
Music & Arts Volunteers and 
everyone else that is 
participating in doing the work 
of Christ. Be encouraged 
knowing that when God 
has placed the call on your life 
He will be faithful to equip you 
and to bless you as you serve 
with joy in His presence. 

Volunteer/Called - Lorn Gieck 

ñWhen God 

has put His 

call on 

you...He will 

do with you 

what He never 

did with you 

before the call 

came; He will 

do with you 

what He is not 

doing with 

other 

people.  Let 

Him have His 

way.ò 



To my mom  
 
Hi mom, are your tulips up?  I 
have been staring mine down 
every time I come home from 
church, which is almost daily.  
The contract at the church 
keeps me on my feet, I am so 
thankful Benjamin can go see 
his grandma Thursday 
mornings.  I am working 
alongside Lorn, the Associate 
Pastor and every Thursday we 
meet and plan the finishing 
touches on the upcoming 
service, and then dream and 
pray about the services beyond.  
LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
very eye opening experience.  I 
have come to see the heart the 
volunteers have been putting 
their time and energy into 
leading worship every Sunday.  
Krisinda and her passion, 
Michelle and her energy, Kevin 
and his awesome humour and 
k n o w l e d g e  o f  m o s t 
instruments, Lorn and his 
continual devotion making 
every morning new, and all of 
us who join in the ranks of 

singing along, playing along, 
sound, lights, printing the 
music, praying, reading 
Scripture. All heart.  All wanting 
to bring praise to the God 
Almighty, the Faithful, Just, 
Loving, Gracious, Holy and 
Merciful Abba.  Just thinking 
about it takes my breath away. I 
ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǘƘŜ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻƳΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
that shows.  
  
!ǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳǇŀǘƛŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ 
for the tulips, I decided to rake 
the dead leaves up, alongside 
the odd rock and chewed 
b a s k e t b a l l  M a t h a z a r 
annihilated.  Benjamin had a 
better, but slower, idea of 
getting rid of the dead grass.  As 
he put one piece after another 
into his little mouth, I thought 
about the different offerings 
our worship teams bring to the 
congregation each week, and 
how much I have learnt to be 
ƻǇŜƴ ƳƛƴŘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘƻǿΣ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
what I can get from it, or how 
ΨƻƴΩ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ Ƙƻǿ 

my heart is open to listening.  I 
thought I should come in big 
mom, make a splash and have 
people raving about how they 
felt God when I was there.  
Wrong, wrong wrong.  God has 
ǎƘƻǿƴ ƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
hand that is seen.  The heart is 
seen through brief moments of 
purity. Of the band and tech 
singing in unison, of the parent 
on stage winking at his child, of 
kneeling. 
   
LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ 
ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƳƻƳΦ  LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ L 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ 
carry the whole family through.  
Like you have told me, I have to 
let go and let them all take care 
of themselves.  Alongside Lorn, 
those who are gifted in leading, 
playing, tech, singing and 
reciting, I see how we all must 
just open our hearts on stage to 
worship and let go.  Hopefully 
with this in mind, the tulips will 
come up.  
 
Your girl,  
Angela 

To My Mom - Angela Loback 
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I have come to 

see the heart 

the volunteers 

have been 

putting their 

time and 

energy into 

leading 

worship every 

Sunday.   

Our ultimate 

dream is more 

than party 

games and 

cheap 

laughs:   It is to 

follow Jesus 

Christ...  

Who or What is CSM? 
Cornerstone Student Ministry 
(CSM) is a community of 
students that have found 
themselves connected to one 
another through school, sports, 
or maybe because they simply 
live on the same street, have 
the same piano teacher, or 
followed the same cookie 
crumb path. We gather 
together on a regular basis at 
Cornerstone Church, and at 
various homes around the 
city.  The majority of us are 
Christians, but there are a good 
bunch of us who are simply 
checking things out, exploring 
Christianity, or trying to 
discover what the spiritual-life is 
all about.  No matter where 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ 
somewhere. 
 
Our ultimate dream is more 
than party games and cheap 
laughs:  It is to follow Jesus 
Christ who many of us have 
embraced as our Lord and 
DƻŘΧ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
grow in our faith together.  At 
the end of the day, all that 
matters is that we Love 
God.  Love People.  Impact the 
World. 
 
So What Actually Goes Down 
on a Thursday Night? 
The nights usually begin with 
just a laid back, casual 
environment, just hanging out 
with new and old friends, eating 

random food (pizza pops and ice 
cream sandwiches, anyone?), 
and playing in the gym, or the 
video games.  9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
all gather and have some group 
stuff (sometimes high energy, 
requiring intense nunchuk 
skills), and then we sit down 
and work through parts of the 
Bible, wrestling with trying to 
understand, comprehend, and 
apply the stuff God put there 
for us.  By the end of the night, 
you have more options!  Head 
back to the games, visit and 
hangout, or find some quiet 
space to pray or spend some 
alone downtime.  Every now 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ǳǇ 
into groups to give feedback on 
the topics, and work through 
the issues by community. 

CSM FAQs 
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and Ike causing extensive 
damage. Cameron was at one 
time a community of 
approximately 3,000 people but 
is now closer to 300, with many 
empty lots and many people 
living in campers for the last 
several years.   
 
Some in our group went on this 

missions trip 
unsure of 
t h e i r 
construction 
ability but we 
all went with a 
desire to help 
those less 
fortunate than 

we are. We joined another 
short term group of six young 
adults from Pennsylvania and 
eight long term volunteers from 
various parts of the U.S.A and 
Canada. We were divided into 
groups and worked on three 
houses that were already in 

progress. Our work included 
painting, building steps, tying 
rebar for concrete, installing 
siding, metal roofing, hanging 
drywall, taping and mudding. 
God has a way of bringing the 
right people together at the 
right time and it was satisfying 
to see so much accomplished in 
a short time.   
 
The welcome we received, not 
only from the homeowners we 
helped but the community as 
well, was truly a blessing. The 
people of the South have such a 
positive outlook and are 
extremely resilient. It was an 
experience we will remember 
for a long time. What a privilege 
to be part of a church that 
wants to change the world. For 
one week we were a small part 
of changing the world for three 
families in Cameron, Louisiana. 
 

 On Feb.20th a group of eleven 
adults headed to Cameron, in 
the southwest corner of 
Louisiana, for a week of 
repairing and building homes 
with Mennonite Disaster 
Service. The group included Cal 
and Kathy Dueck, Russ Wilson, 
Kathy Janzen, Mitchell Janzen, 
Steve Wiens, Mark Dick, Dan 
R e d d e k o p p , 
Deanna Braun, 
Deanna's brother 
Steven Braun from 
Calgary,  and 
myself.  MDS 
works across North 
A m e r i c a 
responding to 
natural and manmade disasters, 
helping the uninsured, 
underinsured, elderly, or 
handicapped, and has been 
working in the U.S Gulf Coast 
since 2005. Four hurricanes 
have hit the Cameron area in 
four years, with Hurricanes Rita 

The people of 

the South have 

such a positive 

outlook and 

are extremely 

resilient. It 

was an 

experience we 

will remember 

for a long time.  

MDS Louisiana - Keith Kreiter 

ά!Ƙ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘΗ .ŜƘƻƭŘΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
made the heaven and the earth 
by your great power and 
stretched out arm, and there is 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ 
Jeremiah 32:17 
 

As we wind down regular 
programming we want to send 
our children home with the 
knowledge that God is 
sovereign, faithful, merciful and 
restorative.  So this spring our 
theme verse has been Jeremiah 
32:17 and all Sunday morning 
teaching has revolved around 
this truth. 
 
We encourage parents to stay 
connected and involved in their 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ 
ask that they check out Splink 
which is a way to link families 
together spiritually. There is a 
ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

I love family services and I hope 
you do to. Seeing the children 
dance, sing and worship God 
with their families is such a 
precious site to see.  How do 
you like the services? Stressed 
ƻǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎƛǘ 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǉǳƛŜǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 
okay! Try bringing one of their 
favorite snacks, books, coloring 
sheets and try to engage them 
in the service. It may take a 
couple of weeks but it is so 
worth it.  In the mean time, feel 
free to use the parenting room 
when needed. 
 
I had the privilege to go to 
Dominican Republic in February 
ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎκ
Youth Ministries sponsor child 
Jady. It was an amazing 
experience seeing how God is 
using our sponsorship to impact 
ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ hǳǊ   

$1 a day is giving Jady an 
education, a hope in Jesus, 
food, clean water and a safe 
place to live. Pictures are posted 
in CE bulletin board. 
 
Is your child asking about being 
baptized? At this time we are 
planning a baptism service for 
summer so if you got questions 
or interest come talk to me 
(Mandy). 
 
wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
running VBS this year. I 
encourage you to connect with 
another VBS group or look into 
summer Bible camps. 
 
±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΩǎ ǊƻŎƪΗ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ 
volunteers enough for helping 
out once a year or every 
Sunday.  Thanks for investing in 
the children at Cornerstone and 
in our community. 

Christian Education - Mandy Nemanishen 



Page 6 Volume 2, Issue 1  

...there was 

a need I was 

made aware 

of that had 

to be filled 

to make this 

drama a 

success...so 

why not 

me?  

would be very easy to put 
together. But I found it 
surprisingly more challenging 
than what I thought this 
particular acting style would be.  
L ŦŜƭǘ ƛǘ  ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ 
quickly as I thought, as it was 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ άƭƛƴŜǎέ ŀǎ 
in a play with dialogue and 
acting! But as always, it all 
comes together in the end. The 
performance was a success 
despite a few mess ups, 
unbeknownst to the audience. 
 
My own personal reasons for 
being involved in an Easter 
production, both in the past, 
and this year are very simple. 
First, there was a need I was 
made aware of that had to be 
filled to make this drama a 
success. (Although, after I heard 
what kind of drama this was, I 
was almost more interested in 
watching it than performing in 
it.) I knew someone would have 
to do it.  It was less  demanding 
than what the productions had 
been in the past, so why not 
me? They needed a specific 
body type, someone with extra 
time in the evening, and a 
willing heart.  I had all three.   
 
Then there was the more 

I was usually very involved in 
Easter  and Chr istmas  
productions...before I had kids!  
Since I have  three now it seems 
more difficult to find, not so 
much the time to be involved, 
but the sanity. When I was 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ DƻƻŘ 
Friday service I jumped at the 
opportunity. The production 
this year was not nearly as large 
a scale as in previous years and 
it was only one performance. Of 
course this appealed to me a 
great deal! 
 
Being involved in the type of 
drama we performed also 
ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜŘ ƳŜΦ  LΩǾŜ ŀŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƪƛǘǎΣ 
plays and musicals before, but 
never something like this. It was 
something different and I 
thought it would be fun to try 
something new.  There were no 
lines to memorize and no 
άŀŎǘƛƴƎέ ǇŜǊ ǎŀȅΦ  Wǳǎǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
into position on cue, posing, 
maybe changing the pose once, 
and exiting on cue. Holding the 
poses seemed to be the hardest 
part for some of us.  Angela (the 
writer of the drama) and Pastor 
Russ did all the dialogue. 
 
Considering this drama had no 
ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ άŀŎǘƛƴƎέΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ 

spiritual reason! To me this 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻΦ LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
us taking a part in sharing the 
ancient details behind the 
holiday of Easter. Boo on the 
Easter bunny, he never did 
anything but leave droplets 
everywhere for our children to 
clean up!!!! Yet for so many 
parents this is their main idea of 
what Easter should mean to 
their kids! Jesus Christ is the 
center of it all. He always is.  
And yet His role in whatever 
ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
sometimes gets pushed to the 
back of our minds.  
 
Being in a production here at 
Cornerstone is a great way to 
keep the real meaning of 
Easter, or Christmas, or 
whatever it may be, at the 
ŦƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
about making a flawless 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
character you are portraying.  
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ȅƻǳ 
Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘΦ  LǘΩǎ 
just about making sure 
everybody who needs to hear 
the word hears it. And if God 
touches just one heart, it was so 
worth it! 

Why Not Me? - Sheélah Wall 

The digital mixer and the 
Avioms were part of the sound 
system, of course, but the 
replacement of speakers and 
amplifiers are what will make 
the biggest difference in what 
the congregation hears on a 
Sunday morning.  It won't just 
sound different though, it'll look 
different too. Our old cluster of 
horns will be coming out, and 
there will be three speaker 
clusters in all. One will be where 
the old cluster currently is, just 
a little lower.  The other two 

It's an exciting time to be a 
techie here at Cornerstone.  The 
sound guys are getting used to 
the new digital mixer that 
arrived in January, and the 
worship teams have pretty 
much figured out the Aviom 
personal monitoring system 
that arrived at the same time. 
 
As exciting as these new tools 
are, they're nothing compared 
to what's coming next.  The 
next phase of the sound system 
will hopefully be here soon.  

will be on either side of the 
stage.  This will better cover the 
sanctuary with high-quality 
sound.  The future here at 
Cornerstone is not only looking 
bright, it's sounding good too. 
 
Danley Sound Labs specialize in 
Commercial Theatre Sound, Live 
Music Venues, High End Home 
Theatres, and Houses of Worship.   
¢ƘǊŜŜ {Iмлл.Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ 
a Left, Center, Right configuration 
for even coverage of the entire 
sanctuary. 

Sound System Upgrades - Josiah Sawatsky 



About 40 miles southwest of the 
capital, in Grand Goave was our 
destination at the Haiti Arise 
mission. It was nice to finally be 
able to see the place and meet 
the people that we where going 
to work with. One immediately 
felt welcomed and a sense of 
peace as we settled in, ready to 
help the local people in 
whatever way we could. Our 
group of ten people was given 
the task of building 10 new 
church pews. Then we also had 
community service projects 
lined up for the afternoons, 
which included handing out 
rice, health kits and some 
clothes. Buying all the products 
in the local stores was an 
interesting experience. Things 
are just done different in Haiti 
and one has to adjust. It all 
went well, and with the help of 
local translators, we got our 
project done. It was such a 
blessing to be able to go into 
several communities, in 
the name of Christ, and be able 
to give them a glimmer of hope 
by helping them in a small way, 
and to tell them that we were 
praying for them. Some of them 
did have prayer requests and 
we were able to pray with them 
right there. They are all thankful 
for little things. 
    Seeing the  wall around the 
compound being rebuilt by the 
local Haitians and the progress 
that they made in the week that 
we were there, was 
encouraging. They worked 
really hard at it with alot of 
heavy physical labor. Not with 
all of the modern conveniences 
that we would have at home. It 
provided them with a job, which 
many locals do not have. 
 
Meeting the children of 
Haiti was a highlight  They were 
always wanting to help us, or 
learn different tasks that we 
were doing, or walk hand in 
hand with us, play soccer etc. 

After doing a medical mission 
trip in 2007, it was always in my 
heart that I wanted to do 
another form of a missions trip. 
This year the opportunity came 
up to go to Haiti and I'm not 
sorry that I went. I must admit 
that there was some anxiety 
due to the conditions after the 
earthquake, but it never 
stopped me from preparing to 
go. I didn't really know what to 
expect, but after landing in Haiti 
airport we were soon exposed 
to the realities of life in Haiti. 
First of all the extreme 
temperature change and then 
crowds of people everywhere. 
Driving through Port au Prince 
we soon saw the after affects of 
the earthquake with broken and 
fallen down buildings and piles 
of rubble beside them. Tents on 
tents were seen everywhere, 
and some just made out of 
sheets, dried woven leaves or 

whatever they could find. A 
sense of business and purpose 
was seen on the streets, as 
people seemed to go about 
their daily routines. Vendors 
were trying to sell their goods. 
All forms of transportation was 
seen from motor cycles to cars, 
trucks, "Tap Taps", people on 
foot, ladies carrying their goods 
on their heads. Two lanes 
streets, usually turned into at 
least 4 -5 lanes. Poverty, 
uncleanliness, and the smell of 
garbage was definitely seen, but 
for some reason, I thought I was 
going to see worse things. The 
Haitian people are very resilient 
and know how to adapt.  
 

Some really pulled at our heart 
strings and just wanted some 
affection and would fall asleep 
on our laps. Others expressed 
that they were hungry. It was 
hard not to be able to do more 

for them. 
Attending their church services 
was another big highlight of 
mind. I was thoroughly blessed 
by the way the Haitian 
Christians worship their Lord 
and Savior with such passion 
and conviction, despite their 
circumstances. Seeing young 
men praying with tears rolling 
down their cheeks, and children 
folding their hands and praying 
or singing just touched me. The 
Holy Spirit was definitely felt. 
Talking to some of them about 
their personal experiences after 
the earthquake showed me the 
great faith that they had. Some 
lost a family member and still 
were able to say that God 
allowed the earthquake to 
happen to bring many closer to 
Him.  One fellow said to me that 
the beauty of nature wasn't 
destroyed, just their dwellings, 
which can be replaced. They did 
sing the odd English song for us 
and one of them that I enjoyed 
was called "I'm satisfied." Am I 
satisfied? I think we in North 
America have a lot to learn from 
these wonderful people. 
 
 
For more information on Haiti 
Arise check out their website at 
www.haitiarise.org 
     
 
 

Haiti Arise Mission Trip - Rita Wiebe 
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We feel that we 

are always 

busy here in 

Ghana.  Maybe 

itôs just our 

toddler girls 

but each day 

brings new 

challenges and 

rewards.   

loves to sing and dance!  I know 
she will love the singing with 
actions at Promiseland.  Her 
ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛǎ ά{Ƙƻǳǘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳŜέΗ  aŀǊǘƘŀ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ 
sing too but she mostly loves to 
pray.  We ask her to pray and 
she will carry on for quite a 
while with her eyes tightly 
closed and finish with a firm 
ά!ƳŜƴέΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ 
she is saying in the rest of her 

prayer!   Martha also mimics a 
lot so in church she will raise 
her hands, try to sing, and 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀŘŘǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ά!ƳŜƴέΦ   
It is fun to get to know them 
and learn their personalities. 
 
Things have not all been easy 
and we value your continued 
prayers.  It is challenging to 
raise children in Africa and 
complete our adoption.   
 
We have had the privilege of 
serving in many different ways.  
We have been living in an 
orphanage that has brought 
much joy & so much heartache.  
We were present when a little 
boy died from HIV & Malaria, 
when a little girl who was 
prepared to go to an American 
family was then returned to her 
impoverished birth family.  We 

 We have missed our church 
family at Cornerstone so much!  
We have connected with an 
international church here which 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
Cornerstone!  I do enjoy the 
website and check it regularly.  I 
ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ wǳǎǎΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ 
when my internet is fast 
enough.   
 
We feel that we are always busy 
here in Ghana.  
aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǊ 
toddler girls but each 
day brings new 
cha l lenges and 
rewards.  We are very 
pleased with the way 
o u r  a d o p t i o n 
paperwork is going 
and we are looking 
forward to a court 
date at the end of 
April which will make the girls 
legally ours.  We just finished a 
required 3 month fostering 
period mid- April. We will then 
proceed with immigration and 
we are unsure how long that 
will take.  We are expecting to 
be in Ghana for another 2-3 
months minimum. 
 
Mary & Martha are doing 
wonderful and we are settling 
into life as a family.  The girls 
are learning what it means to 
have so much one on one 
attention and we are learning 
how to parent a couple of very 
busy toddlers!  The girls are 
healthy and active.  Both girls 
eat adult portion meals which 
depletes any groceries we buy 
quickly!   We thought with girls 
your grocery bill would be 
lower!  Mary is an extravert and 

have also rejoiced with many 
children who have been united 
with their adoptive families.  My 
heart and soul does not even 
know how to process what we 
see every day. We have both 
wept over these children and 
then just release them to Jesus. 
L ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
crusade which was quite the 
experience!  It was mostly a fire 
& brimstone message and then 
they handed out tracts which 
most of the children & adults 
could not read.  The Jesus video 
they played was in their 
language which I was thankful 
for!  Although we would not do 
the crusade that way at home it 
did challenge me in my boldness 
for Christ.  Ghanaians are not 
afraid to tell people about Christ 
and what he will and can do in 
your life.   
Like most people who go to 
countries like Ghana the stories 
are endless of the poverty, the 
grace and God amidst it all.  For 
us it is no different.  No matter 
where you are in the world God 
calls us to serve him.  However 
that looks.  
 
We miss you all and think of you 
often!  Please remember to 
continue to pray for us! 
 
Love, Darrell, Jess, Mary & 
Martha 
 
Jessica is our Pastor of Christian 

Education and Darrell worked part-

time as our Music & Arts Technician 

 
You can always keep up to date 

by checking out Darrell and 
WŜǎǎƛŎŀΩǎ ōƭƻƎ ŀǘ 

darrellandjess.blogspot.com. 

Greetings From Ghana! - - Darrell & Jessica Braun 

Vision without a task is only a dream.  A task without a vision is but drudgery. But vision with a 

task is a dream fulfilled. 

ά±ƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ {ǿƛŦǘ 
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here in Canada 
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Once we arrived at Haiti Arise, it 
was such a 
welcome home 
feeling!  A 
familiar place but 
even here it was 
d i f f e r e n t . 
{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ 
Purse had their 
base here.  The 
security wall was 
gone.  The 
technical school was gone. But 
the Haitian people were there 
and they greeted us with open 
arms. Hugs and greetings from 
the people we met last time 
was just the best feeling.  It was 
good to see that they were ok 
and that they were able to 
ǿƻǊƪΦ    IŀƛǘƛŀƴΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ 
hospitable and they will do 
whatever they can for you and 
to make you comfortable. 
 

During our 
time at 
Haiti Arise, 
we were 
able to 
plant a 
g a r d e n , 
build 10 
n e w 
b e n c h e s 

for the church, purchased one 
hundred and ten 55 pound bags 
of rice for distribution and help 
rebuild the security wall. We 
also continued building 
relations with the Haitians.  We 
did some community visits 
where we also distributed 
health packets and clothes. How 
the children smiled when they 
received a shirt.  That was the 
best thank you one could get.    
Kids are the same everywhere 
as they were not all that thrilled 
about the toothbrushes they 
got!! 
 
One of the best times is 
worshipping together with the 

April 5, 2010 
It is now 5 days since arriving 
home from Haiti. It seems like a 
long time ago. Life as it was in 
Haiti is changed. No longer are 
they able to sleep in their 
homes, their education has 
been interrupted, some of their 
jobs are no longer there, their 
lives have been disrupted and 
now they need to rebuild their 
homes and lives. But, the spirit 
of the people seems to be the 
same. Thankful to God that they 
are alive and that this may be 
the opportunity that Haiti 
needed to be rebuilt. 
 
As we were driving through Port 
Au Prince, the massive 
destruction was so obvious. 
Piles of rubble everywhere,  the 
entire city is dusty.  Traffic is re-
routed. Yet in spite of all this, 
the street venders still had their 
goods out for purchase. Food 
venders were out, 
(Haitian fast food).  
Life goes on. 
 
Instead of open 
fields, they are 
now occupied with 
tents, many tents, 
blue tents, white 
tents, tents made 
of bed sheets, tents made of 
cardboard, tents made of 
banana leaves, tents made of 
tablecloths. Whatever is 
available, it could be used to 
make a tent.  When driving 
passed these tents you just 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
conditions like this.  No privacy, 
no personal space, for me that 
would so difficult. 
 
Driving to Grand Goave, was 
also interesting, as even on the 
roads there was evidence of the 
earthquake. Huge cracks along 
the road, some of the road had 
totally shifted, but still lots of 
traffic. 

Haitians. We had the 
opportunity to join them at 

three prayer 
meetings and two 
church services. It 
was such a 
blessing to join 
them in worship, 
praising the same 
God.  Feeling the 
presence of God 
during these times 
was so great, even 

though we were not able to 
understand any of the words 
spoken.     I personally was so 
encouraged and challenged 
during these times. Here in 
Canada we have so much and at 
times are so ungrateful, while in 
Haiti they have so little, 
(compared to our standards),  
but are so thankful and praising 
God, trusting God and thankful 
for what they have. It was such 
a humbling experience to 
worship with them. 
 
This visit to Haiti was once again 
challenging to myself and my 
faith and walk with God.    
Together we need to pray for 
each other and pray that we all 
will stay close to God and to 
trust God for all our needs and 
to guide and direct our lives, be 
it here in Canada or in Haiti. 
 
Prov 3:5-6    
Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, And lean not on your own 
understanding, In all your ways 
acknowledge him, And HE WILL 
DIRECT YOUR PATH. 
 
 
Did you know that the money 
raised for Haiti through offerings 
at Cornerstone as well as money 
from our Missions & Service 
budget totaled $5000 and was 
used to buy $3300 for rice and 
$1600 for materials to make 
church benches. Thank you 
Cornerstone. 

Haiti Mission Work - Loretta Penner 
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Deacons: 
Brenton GuentherτChair 
Walter Bergen 
Roger Braun 
Dale Derksen 
Dawn Grunau 
Paul Loeppky 
Joel Sawatsky 
Reta Stobee 
Lil Woelk 

We are well into 2010. And as 
we soon enter the summer 
season with barbequing, yard 
work, as well as vacationing , 
ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
church who play a significant 
role in spiritual leadership. 
Remember to pray and 
encourage them during the 
whole  year. 

Council: 
Clayton LaneτModerator 
Phyllis DerksenτSecretary 
David Clarke 
Reg Epp 
Debbie Regehr 
Sharla Guenther 
Loretta Penner 
 

Our Advisory Board and Council 
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God puts big dreams in our hearts. Sometimes, 
it takes guts to go after them.  IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ 
short list of students and CSM volunteers who 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƎƭƻōŜΧ 
Jenna FunkĄ DreamCenter, Los Angeles, CA 

Dan Jensen Ą Kenya (Summer 2010) 

Sarah Cruse Ą Capernwray, New Zealand 

Cheyenne Friesen Ą YWAM, Chico, CA 

Mathew Miller Ą YWAM, Brisbane, AU 

Brock Katz Ą Tijuana, MX 

Evan Derksen Ą Tijuana, MX 

Riley Katz Ą Tijuana, MX 

Mitchell Janzen Ą New Orleans, LA 

Morgan Sawatzky Ą Caronport, SK 

Kurtis Janzen Ą Caronport, SK 

Josiah Sawatsky Ą 5 Day Clubs, Northern Sask. 

Brandon Braun Ą Los Angeles, CA 

 

Pursuing the Adventure 

Kim attended the Ladies Bible 
Study Friday mornings here at 
Cornerstone. The study was 
ά[ƻǾŜŘ .ȅ DƻŘέ  ōȅ [ƛȊ /ǳǊǘƛǎ 
Higgs. 

With all the imperfection that I 
am I sometimes wonder, and 
am amazed how this Holy God 
Ŏŀƴ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ 
to read stories in the bible of so 
many people who messed up, 
did things their own way, 
disobeyed God, but then had to 
live with the consequences.  Yet 
God is so faithful! Once they 
turned back to Him, He turned it 
around and worked His good 
and perfect plan into the mess.  
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎΣ LΩƳ 

reminded of the many times 
LΩǾŜ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
done things my way and ended 
up having to muddle through 
some tough and ugly stuff. 
Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
end of myself, I have nowhere 
ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ōǳǘ IƛƳΦ LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
easier trusting Him and waiting 
for His timing in the first place, 
but it requires more faith. God 
loves us too much to let us 
waste ourselves, live carelessly 
and giving importance to 
everything and everyone but 
Him. In Hebrews 13:5, God 
IƛƳǎŜƭŦ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ 
any way fail you, nor give you 
up, nor leave you without 
support. I will not, I will not, I 

will not in any way leave you 
helpless, nor forsake you, nor 
ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻǿƴΦέ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
this verse in a new way. I 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
times when I face things that 
ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
also a promise to me that in 
times when I allow other 
people, other things, my own 
desires, take priority of my life 
over relationship with Him. He 
promises that He will not give 
ǳǇ ƻƴ ƳŜΦ IŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ 
to get my attention back on 
Him. While this is not always 
ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
that He will not, He will not, He 
will not leave me helpless.  

Loved By God - Kim Dyck 
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of fresh vegetables & fruit to 
people in our community 
through the CHEP Program? If 
you would like more 

Did you know that each month 
people from our congregation 
have graciously accepted the 
opportunity to deliver a hamper 

information or would like to get 
involved contact Brenton 
Guenther of our Advisory 
Board.  

CHEP Program 



315 Lenore Drive 

Saskatoon, SK 

S7K 3J7 

www.cornerstone-church.ca 

cornerstone@sasktel.net 

306.931.4949 

Cornerstone 

Church 

Staff  

Russell G. WilsonÅ Lead Pastor  

Stephen ThiessenÅ Student Ministries  

Mandy Nemanishen Å Christian Education  

Lorn GieckÅ Music & Arts  

Josiah Sawatsky Å M & A Technician  

Angela Loback Å Music & Arts Part -Time 

Kathy Janzen Å Administrative Assistant 

 

 

our theme is òBring It Onó 

our vision is to òChange Our Worldóé 
 

Bring on the men. We need more men and 

more men need Cornerstone. 

Bring back the prodigals. We all know some-

one who used to attend church. We want 

them to know Cornerstone is a safe place to 

come home to. 

Bring  in the seekers. We have a surprise for 

themé.grace. 

Bring forward practical solutions. We know 

actions speak louder than words so that is 

what weõll do. 

Relentless 
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Upcoming Events: 

June 6, 11:00AM Sunday Worship Summer Service Begins 

WǳƴŜ нлΣ млΥол!a CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ {Ƙƻǿ ϧ {ƘƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ..v 

August 20-ннΣ aŜƴΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ /ŀǇŜǊƴǿǊŀȅΣ ./ 

September 19, 9:30AM Sunday Morning Programs Begin 

September 19, 9:30AM and 11:00AM Sunday Worship Fall Services Begins 

September 25, Promise Keepers  - Grow Your Men, Grow Your Church in Saskatoon 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism 

This spring we were blessed to baptize two people from our congregation.  Felix Chan and 

Mackenzie Petkau were baptized on March 7. If you are interested in being baptized talk to  

any of our pastoral staff or someone from our Advisory Board. 




